Wood Ingenuity Repurposing Nature’s Beauty

Grant Helps Growth of Company

In 2013, an ancient White Oak on
Jim Boyle’s 140-acre Queen
Anne’s County farm crashed to
= the ground during a storm. The
Boyle’s, a hard-working family
~ who have farmed their land for
. five generations and more than
100-years, seized the unlikely
opportunity of a fallen tree and
turned it into a profitable
| business.

Mr. Boyle and his son, David,
searched for a sawmill to cut up
the massive tree but could not find a saw large enough to enable them to repurpose the oak
wood into a barn. On a trip to New York state, they discovered the 67" diameter Wood-Mizer
Saw, WM-1000.

While talking with the company’s sales team, David returned to his father to discover that
the older Boyle was writing a check for the enormous saw.

To meet their requirements and to fill a likely need in the community, they launched Wood
Ingenuity, LLC in 2014. With the new saw — one of the largest diameter saws in the Mid-
Atlantic — they salvage larger logs that would normally go to waste. That initial fallen oak is
the base for a barn on the property.

Wood Ingenuity became a full-service sawmill specializing in creating live-edge slabs
fashioned into custom tables, shelves, bar tops, cabinets, flooring, and mantels, just to
name a few of their high-end products. They are one of the few sawmills left in the area.

The company has the capability to saw large, reclaimed trees up to 67" in diameter. They
cut, kiln dry, store and age the lumber and then custom finish the product to respond to
their client’s desires.



Some local Maryland trees have stood the test of time lasting 200 to 450 years. When these
giants need to come down or are falling down on their own, Wood Ingenuity comes to the
aid.

Wood Ingenuity turns these fallen, damaged or dead local trees that would otherwise go to
landfills or become mulch, into valuable lumber to be used in their shop and the shops of
other woodworkers.

A MARBICO email blast sent in early 2023 announcing a new program available to wood
fiber harvesters, processors, and manufacturers, resulted in Wood Ingenuity applying for a
grant to help them increase their capacity through two new buildings.

MARBIDCO’S Wood Products Industry Equity Investment Grant Program (WPIEI) helps
qualified applicants to purchase new equipment or construct facilities so that they can
increase production utilizing locally sourced wood fiber, enhance commercial revenue
generation, and create new jobs.

Wood Ingenuity received a $50,000 WPIEI grant in FY 2023 to help them with construction
of two pole barns, one maintenance shop at 50’ x 80’ x 16’ and another, a showroom at 60’ x
100’ x 16".

Once the showroom’s interior is completed, it will have heat and air conditioning and
feature wall paneling and flooring made from their reclaimed wood. David said they will
spotlight high-end custom products they create from the live-edge wood slabs.

“The grant was a help,” said David of the money received from MARBIDCO. “The demand
was here, and the business took off right away,” he said.

With the expansive family farmland, they have room to grow and currently have a storage
building, a drying shed, and a kiln. Once the showroom is open, they next plan to expand
into online sales of slabs and other wood products.

David’s brother Mark has been a partner in the business since their father retired from
farming. With David’s years of carpentry work, trees and wood working became a passion.
He even has a workshop in his home.

“l am learning about the characteristics of the wood.” explains David, such as, “the
ambrosia tree has bugs that leave stains - when processed they look like flames.”



Wood Ingenuity’s stock includes locally grown species such as Black Walnut, various Oaks,
Cherry, Maple, Pine, and Poplar. They serve urban and rural residential, business, and
forest property owners from Salisbury to Annapolis, including Queen Anne, Kent, Talbot,
Caroline, Dorchester, and Anne Arundel Counties. The majority of their clients are private
estates on the Eastern Shore of Maryland.

Nowadays, the timber speaks to him. “When | see a tree now,” said David. “| know what |
need to do.”
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